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HIGHLIGHTS...

Attendance rate 81.5%

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

L2&3 Science Field trip - 13  Mayth

L3 Multi Day hike - 14-16  Mayth

Young Writers Festival - 15  Mayth

Pink Shirt Day - 16  Mayth
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Kia ora koutou katoa!  Well it looks like winter is super close!  Great for the duckshooters but
not so great for the sportsmen and women.  Netball has already been canned for this week,
but if you want to see some of our students in action there is a Rugby game at 9am tomorrow
at the Nola block and a football game here at school at 11am.  Our Basketballers have had a
great start to the defence of their title with both our senior boys and junior boys team winning
on Tuesday.  We look forward to seeing and reading about more success as the winter season
gets fully underway.

In school we have a large number of our students eyeing up the CAA in the coming weeks so
all their efforts should be focused on working right up until the exam so that they can tick this
essential learning milestone off.  Term 2 is very short and now with only 7 weeks to go students
need to organise their time, focus their efforts and make sure they keep making the most of
the opportunities presented to them. Stay dry and warm and go the Chiefs!!!

Basketball results:
PC Seniors - 53 - 30
Player of the day: Corado Namana
PC Juniors - 96 - 6
Player of the day: Harken Besande

Sports results this week:

WELL DONE TEAMS!



Pounamu and Kauri were fortunate enough to go to the Halberg Games during the school
holidays. Kauri participated in many sports over 3 days. He enjoyed archery, shotput, discus,
club throw, long jump, powerchair football, table tennis, ki o rahi Māori games, and two 50
metre track races...taking away 1  place!st

Pounamu achieved some awesome results as well, placing 2  in the 100m track race and the
100m freestyle, plus he set the best record in Māori sports too. He competed in lots of different
events with the 200m track, 50m freestle, butterfly, backstroke and breaststroke being
highlights.  
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They had heaps of fun and made a lot of friends through the event. The Waikato team now
has the biggest team in New Zealand with 30 children competing and it was the Halberg
Games 10  year anniversary. Well done Pounamu and Kauri, what a massive achievement!th

Pounamu and Kauri take the podium!

CareerWise and Tahatu

We have some new tools to support our students and whanau with their careers and pathways!

COMING SOON...



The Rapid Response Team (RRT) delivers hope and relief to people across the globe.
Whether it be fire, flood or humanitarian need, RRT expands their support services to meet
the need at hand.

The local Cambridge RRT team members recently visited Putāruru College to deliver 50
FreshStaRRT Care Kits so any of our rangatahi in need can benefit from using these kits to
care for themselves, and be the very best they can be! These will be used to support
families in need.

FreshStaRRT Care Kit Programme

Staff vs Students challenge

This week our students challenged the Staff to a Badminton match, in the gym. Because of the
difference in skill level (of course), some teachers played with one eye closed or with their non-
dominant hand. What challenge should we do next?

On Friday 16  May 2025, students are encouraged to wear a pink shirt as a stand against
bullying and to celebrate diversity. Bring a gold coin donation and the brightest pink shirt you
have in the cupboard. If you are being bullied or know someone who is, please speak up and
let a teacher know!
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Pink Shirt Day - Next Friday



Our Leaders, championing what they teach!

The Waka Ama Long Distance Nationals were held in Porirua, Wellington from the 24 - 27th April. The
Nationals was the largest event on record with 1050 paddlers entered in one or more races. Deputy
Principal Jane Townsend raced in three races (W2, W6 womens, and W6 mixed) paddling a total of 64km.
The W6 mixed team won the 24 km race by four minutes and the team were awarded gold medals. The
team was called Korutanga/Coastal Pirates and represented the Tauranga Moana Outrigger Canoe
Club. 

Jeff Robb (Relief Teacher) from Putāruru College was also in the team and was the Kaihautu/steerer for
the Gold Medal winning team. With the revitalisation of the Putāruru Waka Club the team hopes to
represent Putāruru in the near future. 

KEY DATES
19/21/22th May
26/28/29th May
2  Junend

Year 10 CAA exams
Year 11, 12 and 13 CAA exams
No school (Kings Birthday)

Ms Townsend and Mr Robb win gold!

Congratulations Dion!
Our newest graduate, Dion has completed
his Bachelor of Counselling through WINTEC
and had his graduation ceremony this week.
Well done Dion, we are so proud of your
achievement!

Kaiako celebrations

Mrs Fourie-Stokes!
A huge congratulations to our
Deputy Principal, Chantel
Oosthuizen, who recently tied
the knot on the stunning
island of Rarotonga!

Chantel and her husband
Mike were joined by friends
and family who travelled
from South Africa and New
Zealand to celebrate their
special day.

She has now taken on a new
name, so please join us in
welcoming Mrs Fourie-Stokes!





Important CAA Information

FAQ’s about CAA’s

What happens if I don’t finish in an hour?
Students can take as long as they need, it is simply designed to take approximately

an hour.

Where will I do it?
Most students will complete it on school chromebooks in the hall.

When could I try again?
There is a second opportunity this year for students who fail or were not entered to

try again. This will be in Week 8 & 9 of Term 3.

What if I sometimes struggle to read? 

There is a tool called POLLY which can read out the writing in the numeracy and
writing assessments. It is unable to be used in the reading CAA. 

Some students have additional SAC (special assessment conditions) and these will
be catered for.

Who can I talk to for more information?

Mrs. Jade Argent is the Senior Academic Pou Ārahi. You can email her:
jade.argent@putarurucollege.school.nz 



Ari received 4 text messages that she thought
were suspicious. 

What is the most likely reason she thought these
messages were suspicious?

Reading

Writing

Numeracy

Practice Makes Perfect!

Past Years Papers can

be found here:

https://www2.nzqa.go

vt.nz/ncea/subjects/p

ast-exams-and-

exemplars/litnum/





WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN....

Year 13 students

It has been a busy year for us Year 13’s
so far, involving ourselves in fun
activities, challenges, camps and a
whole lot more. One of the first
activities in Term 1 was the Year 13
noho at Ruapeka Marae, this
strengthened us as a group and
allowed us to share our stories. Later
on, some of the Year 13’s had put their
hand up to help with the Year 7 camp
in Raglan, this was a great way for the
youngest in our school to bond with
some of the oldest. 

Some of our Year 13 wahine attended
the Dare to Dream conference with
Dame Sophie Pascoe who encouraged
them to strive for excellence, inspire
others and reminding them that young
women can achieve great things. 

To raise awareness for mental health
some of our Year 13 leaders were
nominated for the ice bucket
challenge, it was cold and wet but
worth it for the cause. To keep us (and
the teachers) in shape we had our first
Year 13 vs Teacher sport challenge, our
first sport being badminton, and to no
surprise the teachers won (we will get
them next time, just you wait). Some
even woke up bright and early to
attend the ANZAC dawn ceremony to
pay their respects to those who have
struggled through war. The Ball
Committee (composed of year 13’s)
has also been at it with sausage sizzles
and other fundraisers to raise money
for this year's ball. 

Among our Year 13 cohort are the
student prefects, the head leaders of
our school, that have been on some
fun adventures on their own, such as
attending the World Vision conference
to see how their own individual impact
can have a world changing result and 

What have we been up to?

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM @PUTARURUCOLLEGE

how to harness that to improve others lives. They also lend a hand at assemblies and functions to help
things run smoothly. And attend weekly meetings to plan for upcoming events such as mufti days and
school wide events. This is not even all the things we have done, and we are planning to do so much
more, in our last year we definitely want to make the most of it. 



Become a Board Member at Putāruru College

Are you interested to join the Board of Trustees at the school? The elections are coming up in September
and would love to see some fresh faces and ideas coming through!

The school board is a group of people who work with staff, students, whānau, parents and the wider
community to ensure the school is the best it can be. Who can be on the board? Anyone who has a
passion for education - you don’t have to have a student at the school!

If you are interested, you can attend a board meeting to see what is involved, otherwise please contact
us for more information office@putarurucollege.school.nz.

Introducing a new sport: Waka ama

What a spectacular day on the water this week — Ms Townsend took a group of enthusiastic students
out to Jones Landing to experience the incredible sport of waka ama! They had so much fun learning
about the waka, paddling together, and even discovered a hidden waterfall along the way.

If you're keen to give it a go too, pop by Ms Townsend’s office to find out how you can get involved!



COMMUNITY NOTICES

CONTACT US

@putarurucollege
office@putarurucollege.school.nz
07 883 8323

www.putarurucollege.school.nz

Netball has been cancelled for this week!

Senior Football is on Saturday 10  May
playing at Putāruru College Field - 11am
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Junior Football is on Saturday 10  May
playing at Glenshea Park - 10.45am
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