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HIGHLIGHTS
THIS WEEK

SHOWQUEST!
CAA EXAMS
WESTPAC HELICOPTER
MUFTI FUNDRAISER

Attendance 70%
PRINCIPALS MESSAGE

Tena koutou katoa!  Wiare...what a week.  Taking centre stage this week were the Showquest
team.  Whilst there is a more detailed article if you read on I just wanted to again thank Mrs
Curphey and Ms Nicholson for all their efforts getting this up and running, it really was a privilege
to tag along and see the whole team contribute to the final performance, and as Mrs Curphey
has said...you did us proud.  But that is not all that happened this week....the CAA (Common
Assessment Activity) took place with a large number of our year 10, 11 and 12 students sitting the
exams.  Although we don’t get the results for a wee while, it has been reported that credit must go
to the kids who took it seriously and behaved beautifully. Next week sees an opportunity for those
who missed out to have a crack and then it is hurry up and wait for the results...and then there
was the colour run, the mufti day, Hockey, Rugby, Netball, baskeball, LACROSSE!!! and the Waikato
University visit and for some...Cactus carries on in the cold and wet mornings...lots happening so
we hope that your child is seeking opportunities to learn, grow and contribute to not only their
own kete but also to our school and wider community as well.  Have a great weekend.

Stay home when you’re unwell

This week we have had significant
numbers of staff and students
unwell with Covid or other winter
bugs. Please remember to look
after yourself and stay home until
you are better! Coming to school
is important, but your health (and
that of those around you - is more
important!



 As you may know, the CAA exams have been
hit hard by winter illnesses and low
attendance this week. The students who
attended CAA exams have been brilliantly
focused, behaved and taken the opportunities
seriously. We are immensely impressed with
their conduct and maturity. 

In light of the absences this week we have
invited all students who missed an exam(s) to
attend a ‘Further Assessment Opportunity’
(FAO) on Tuesday 28th May from 9am. 

Year 10 students are scheduled to sit Reading
and Writing exams on Monday 27th May but if
they missed the Numeracy exam, they can
take it on Tuesday next week. 

Any Year 11 + students who missed Numeracy,
Writing or Reading can sit these exams on
Tuesday. 

KEY DATES
Week 5 (27th -31st)

Monday - CAA (Reading and Writing)
Tuesday - CAA Catch up Opportunity
Wednesday - Teacher Only Day - 
SCHOOL IS CLOSED 
Thursday - normal school day
Friday - normal school day 

Treasures from the
archives!

Did you know that Putāruru
College holds archives,
treasures and histories of our
school from its long and rich
history? 

Our school librarian, and
archivist, Kim Spencer found
this blast from the past... the
yearbook Principal’s Note
from  J. H. Donaldson in 1960. 

Week 6  (3rd - 7th June)

Monday - King’s Birthday SCHOOL IS CLOSED
Tuesday - normal school day
Wednesday - normal school day
Thursday - normal school day
Friday - normal school day 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Juniors: Lucian Follows, nominated by Matua
Hill for a great start in year 7 Maori, great
participation and attitude. 

Middles: Mellody Stevenson, nominated by
Matua Hill for a great start to year 10 Maori,
great participation and attitude.

Seniors: Luther Parker, nominated by Ms Last
for being so focussed on his CAA, even when
he wasn't feeling well.

Year 9 Science students have been learning about Energy and
Earth's resources. Part of this unit involves learning about the
types of energy different things, including food, have. 9A burnt
peanuts, Burger Rings and Shapes crackers and used them to
heat water and measure the amount of chemical potential
energy they contained.

Science snippet...



Showquest Success! 

Ignoring the torrential rain, rumbling thunder and impressive lightning
show the night before as some form of omen, Showquest Performance
day arrived on Tuesday the 21st of May.  15 performers, 7 backstage crew
and 5 wonderful senior student leaders accompanied by Mr Rogers, Mrs
Nicholson and Mrs Curphey, travelled to Claudelands Glow Box Arena to
compete in this year’s Waikato Region Showquest.  Everyone was feeling
a weird combination of angst, excitement and overwhelm as we met in
the arena for our production meeting alongside the other competing
schools - Hauraki Plains College, Fraser High School and St John’s
College. (Southwell School, Fairfield and Te Awamutu Intermediates
were also there but they were in the primary school competition).

We had an amazing leadership team with Kiri, our senior Team Lead and
Rebecca, our junior Team Lead representing us by being interviewed
post performance on stage. Deimos, Corey and Blair became our ‘A Star’
Lighting Crew, responsible for making our performance look good.
Ashlee was a fantastic solo Stage Manager (as poor Jennah had, after
the last few months of great leadership and choreography fallen ill)
ensuring props and people were in the right place with the right facials
and actions. Alisha and Gypsey led the Hair and Make Up team behind
the scenes, making sure everyone looked stunning and stage ready.

Showquest was your typical performing arts event, with students
creating an inclusive and friendly environment as they mingled at the
silent disco (not that silent) and sporadic waiata and dance offs. 

At 3pm, the stage was ours for 30 minutes for our official rehearsal. The
pressure was on to ensure the lights, microphones, props and moves all
came together in preparation for the evening’s performance. We
managed to run through our performance twice and the pressure was
intense as the team attempted to iron out any last minute tweaks
needed.

The saying ‘It will be alright on the night’ proved true as the stars aligned
and Putaruru College’s first ever Showquest Team took to the stage and
made it their own. Music, lights, video and amazing human talent owned
that stage for 7 glorious minutes, the audience whooped and cheered
for us. Hidden in the wings, Mrs Curphey may have shed a tear or two as
the last part of our performance played on stage. 
While we might not have won the top spot (that went to a well deserved
St John’s College team), we were acknowledged for our choice of
theme, use of lighting and public speaking expertise. It’s also important
to note that we were competing in the Secondary Schools part of the
competition with a very junior team and we need to be incredibly proud
of what our young contestants have achieved in a very short period of
time. 

Conversations are already underway for next year’s competition and it
is more than fair to say, we did ourselves proud for our inaugural
performance.

PS....All Photos are on Facebook!



Showquest 2024 
Behind the scenes



Ball Committee back at it at the YMCA’s Youth Market

The Ball Committee was back on the fundraising journey this week. With the wise
and supportive eye of Nana Stef (Thanks a million for your efforts Nana Stef!  -
Mrs Curphey was out of action, recovering from Showquest the night before),
some members of the Ball Committee ventured south to Tokoroa to participate in
the YMCA’s Youth Market. Offering Taniwha Burgers and baked goods, the team
raised a tidy profit and proved once again what an awesome team they are!

Next up will be another Cake Walk at the College’s Matariki celebrations later in
the term.



      What’s in a sign?
First an idea.  In this case
“what to do with old
cutting boards from Ms
Hawkes?
Then a plan; Lets do a
sign!
Then add some willing
hands...
and we better add a
teacher to make sure it
all comes together...Shot
Mr Allen.....and Wallah!!
Upcycling at its best!!



In other news... 
Recent fundraising

Thanks to the students
and whānau for their
support in our recent

charitable fundraising!
We are pleased to

report we have raised....

Pink Shirt Day
$304.30

Westpac Helicopter
Appeal

$373

Flying high - Jason Taylor reaching for the sky

13 Year old, Putaruru College student Jason Taylor, recently sat down for an interview to
discuss his aspiration to become a pilot. 

Jason recalled how his interest in aviation first began at a young age, when his family took a
flight on a small plane from Wellington for a baby shower. Although he had imagined a much
larger aircraft, Jason found the experience of flying through the skies in the small plane to be
truly awesome. This early memory clearly sparked a lasting passion. 

In the years since, Jason had enjoyed many wonderful experiences taking the controls of
planes. One trip particularly stood out - a special flight down to Wellington with his father
when he was 11 years old. However, Jason also discussed some of the challenges of balancing
his flying hobby with school work. 

He explained his routine of practicing on the first Saturday of every second month.  With the
help of the aero club in Tokoroa, Jason's ultimate goal is to earn his commercial pilot's license
after finishing his education, allowing him to turn his dream into a full-time career. When
asked for advice, Jason emphasized the importance of subjects like math and physics for
aspiring aviators. When speaking with Jason it's clear that he has a bright future ahead.

Interviewed and written by student leaders Shanaka Resch and Layla Hearsey



Sample Questions from
NCEA CAA Writing Exam





Revision Checklist for
NCEA CAA Numeracy

The numeracy exam requires you to to

formulate mathematical and statistical

approaches to solving problems in a

range of meaningful situations, use

mathematics and statistics to meet the

numeracy demands of a range of

meaningful situations, and explain the

reasonableness of mathematical and

statistical responses to situations. 

Top Tips:

Read the questions really

carefully!

Use scrap paper to make

notes and try out calculations.

Give explanations to justify

your answers, when asked!
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Sample Questions for
NCEA CAA Numeracy


