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PRINCIPALS MESSAGE

Week 3 done and dusted ! Kia ora koutou katoa! As week four looms so too do the CAA’s! For
those of you who are not sure what they are, they are the magic key to unlocking all the NCEA
credits that our senior students spend their time achieving. Without them, students can not
achieve NCEA L1, 2 or 3! Week four is the first crack at the assessements for our selected year 10
students and our year 11,12 and 13 students also get another chance to prove their Literacy and
Numeracy ability. Also next week is our showquest performance - they have been working hard
in the background to get ready and we wish them well..break a leg territory! This week was
another full week of learning, teaching and out there doin it stuff! Read on to hear more about
the OED trip and also the Writers trip up to Auckland. Winter sports is full on, which is great;
Hockey plays Mondays, Basketball on Tuesdays, netball on tonight, and football and rugby on
Saturday. If you want to be involved get in touch with us at school. There is something for

everione! Have a sofe| warm Weekend| and iet well and iet back to school on Mondai!!!



Week 4 Week 5

Monday - CAA (Numeracy) Monday - CAA (Reading and Writing)
Tuesday - CAA (Reading) Tuesday - normal school day

SHOWQUEST! (Hamilton) Wednesday - Teacher Only Day - SCHOOL IS
Wednesday - CAA (Writing) CLOSED
Thursday - Westpac rescue helicopter Muftiday Thursday - normal school day
Friday - University of Waikato Open day. Friday - normal school day

STUDY
& CHILL

Our amazing student leaders
@ are committed to supporting all
students who want a bit of extra
time and help with their
learning. There are snacks,

drinks and some lofi tunes!
LIBRARY -

WEDNESDAYS
3.15-4.15PM
AFTERSCHOOL

NCEA Common Assessment Activities F
(cAA) Literacy and Numeracy Dates 1
tannmu

- Reading: NCEA Standard 32403 (5 Credits) College
- Writing: NCEA Standard 32405 (5 Credits)
- Numeracy: NCEA Standard 32406 (10 Credits)

What do you need to know? How are you preparing at home?

Monday 20th | Tuesday 2ist | Wednesday | Monday 27th
May May 22nd May May

Year10 Year10
Numeracy Reading
Starts 9am Starts 9am

Year 11+ Year 11+ Year 11+ Year10
Numeracy Reading Writing Writing

Starts 12noon | Starts 12noon Starts 12noon Starts 11.30

Please check your emails for specific information for your child(ren)



STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Juniors: Ra Brightwell-Mackey, nominated by
Miss Taylor for improved effort in Maths.

Middles: Nathan Marsh, nominated by Mrs
Miller for his calm and focus in English.
Nominated by

Seniors: Alizae Bennetto, nominated by Mrs
Miller for continual focus in English.

We raised $XXXX
to support anti-
bullying and
support groups in
Aotearoa New
Zealand! Well
done team!

We love Pink Shirt Day!

The sun was kind to us, the
smiles were plentiful and our kids
showed their manaki (care and
support) to each other in the
24[7 youth mentoring activities.
Thanks also to the student
leaders who helped promote the
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At 5:30 am, in the pouring rain, 20 eager students from years 9-11 arrived
at school for the annual English Department excursion to the Auckland
Writers’ Festival (AWF). For the past 23 years, the AWF has brought
together the best local and international writers, scientists, economists,
poets, journalists, and public intellectuals to share stories, spark ideas,
and engage audiences. This year's festival delivered on all its promises.

As day slowly dawned, the students, led by Mrs. Curphey, made their way
to the Takanini train station. The rain abated as they arrived, and many
students experienced their first train ride. After a brief wait, they boarded
the train and learned about the city's landmarks en route to Auckland.
The train ride was followed by a brisk walk up Queens Street to the Kiri Te
Kanawa Theater, where they arrived just five minutes late.

The students had the privilege to listen to inspiring authors:

e Elizabeth Acevedo (US) — Multi-award-winning writer, slam poet, and
author of "Rat Ode."

e Steph Matuku (NZ) - Award-winning author, screenwriter, and self-
proclaimed liar.

e Airana Ngarewa (NZ) - Best-selling author, high school teacher, MMA
fighter, and former reluctant reader.

These authors shared stories about their lives, inspirations, and
commitment to reading and writing. The recurring message was clear: to
excel in any field, one must practice diligently. Writing, like sports,
requires discipline, structure, and perseverance. We were so proud of our
students who bravely asked astute questions and showed their
appreciation of the craft of writing!

Filled with inspiration, the group meandered down Queens Street to
Britomart, where a missed train gave them a few minutes to explore the
ferry terminal. They then retraced their steps back to Takanini and on to
Mercer, rounding off the trip with afternoon tea at McDonald's. They
returned to Putaruru College at 6:30 pm after a fantastic 12-hour day. The
dedicated teachers, who got home around 8 pm, were satisfied with the
day's success.

Special thanks go to Mrs. Curphey for organizing the trip, Mrs. Spencer for
her support, Karapiro Hire for accommodating early pick-ups and late
drop-offs, the Auckland Writers Festival Schools Transport Fund for their
generous $500 transport grant, and our students for representing our
school proudly.




Cactus week two and in full
swing....

its been quite cool in the
mornings so what better way
to warm up than come to
the gym at 5.55am and be
put through your paces. This
week the cactus students
met the ‘worm’, learned how
to march almost in time and
that our very own Ms Taylors
are task masters!!

I heard some of them say it
was easy and when was it
going to tough? Watch this
space!




Thrills and Chills - Yr12 & 13 Outdoor Education Trip to Raglan

Our Year 12 and 13 OED/OPE students braved the cold for an exciting trip to Raglan. Despite
the chilly weather, the trip was a huge success, filled with activities that pushed their limits
and tested their resilience skills and teamwork.

The adventure started with rock climbing at Stone Valley Crag. Under expert guidance,
students tackled challenging routes, showing great perseverance. The cold didn't dampen
their spirits, and reaching the top was a rewarding experience for all. Putting your trust into
your team who is then responsible for safely belaying you back to solid ground.

Students abseiled down rugged rock faces. Many faced their fears, supported by a safety-
first approach from all involved. The excitement of descending the cliffs was a major
highlight for some.

The trip’s climax was canyoning, which included abseiling down waterfalls. The experience
of abseiling through flowing cold river water tested their endurance and mental capacity,
creating unforgettable memories.

Despite the cold weather, the trip was a triumph. The students returned with a sense of
achievement and stronger bonds with those that attended. Massive thank you to Raglan
Rock and HOPE staff for ensuring safety.




The writing exam requires two

Revision Checklist for R

.- ® 150-250 words and another 250
NCEA CAAWriting Exam | vortsminimum.rrocc
writing daily and use this
checklist to help develop your
( Content and Organization ) writing muscles!
Past papers are available on
O Is the main idea and intention of the task clear and effectively communicated? request - see your EnghSh

O Are the supporting details and evidence relevant and detailed? teacher or Ms Last.
O Does the writing follow a logical structure or organization?

O Are there smooth transitions between paragraphs and ideas?

( Clarity and Coherence )

O Is the writing clear and easy to understand?
O Are the sentences and paragraphs well-developed and coherent?
O Have you proofread and edited to eliminate unnecessary or redundant information?

O Are there any confusing statements that need clarification?

( Language and Style )

O Is the language appropriate for the intended audience?

O Is the ‘tone’ or ‘voice’ consistent throughout the writing?

O Is there any overly complex language that can be simplified?

( Grammar and Mechanics )

O Are there any grammatical errors?
O Have punctuation marks been used correctly?
O Is the capitalization consistent and accurate?

O Have proper formatting guidelines been followed, if applicable?

( Formatting and Citations )

O Does the writing adhere to the required formatting guidelines?
O Are in-text citations and references properly included?
O Is the bibliography or works cited page accurate and complete?

O Are direct quotations and paraphrases appropriately attributed?




Sample Questions from
NCEA CAA Writing Exam

QUESTION TWO - NOMINATE YOUR EVERYDAY HERO

EVERYDAY
HEROES

Building a caring society together

Your local community is hosting the Everyday Hero Awards.

A hero is someone you admire and respect. Choose someone who you think deserves an Everyday
Hero award. The person you choose could be someone from your family, community, or school.

Write to the awards committee to convince them that the person you have chosen is special and
should be given an award.

Flan your writing, and check and edit your writing so it is clear for your reader.
Write between 250 and 350 words.

You will be marked on:

. length: writing a minimum of 250 words

. ideas: providing information and details that are appropriate for your audience and purpose
structure: organising your ideas clearly and appropriately, with a clear beginning, middle, and
ending
language choices: choosing words and sentences that are appropriate for your audience and
purpose

J accuracy: using correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

(e} Which word completes the following sentence?

We need to work more quickly because running out of time.

(f)  Which sentence is correct?

I:' Your so good at writing you're own songs.
I:' You're so good at writing you're own songs.
|:| You're so good at writing your own songs.

I:' Your so good at writing your own songs.

(g) Which word completes the following sentence?

I did not go to work today [ was too ill to get up.

I:' but
|:| because
I:' although
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Past papers are avallable on request - see your English teacher or Ms Last.

Revision Checklist for
GEA CAA Reading Exam

The reading exam reguires you to carefully read several short texts and
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gussses about

invalves making sducated
what will happen next in
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LI|EeC
plot

Jming events,
developments

Visualising

Visualising is the mental process of
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summarising

surnmarizing is the process of

condensing the main ideas and key
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questions about content or t"erre_- and
then ek answers within the text or
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Connecting imdcheas readers relating the
text to other things to better understand
and ralate to the comtent. Connections
can be text-to-self |persons
experiences], text-to-text (other books or
miedia), or text-to-workd (real-life ev
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Civil Defence Emergency Management: Volcano safety posters
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flewving donam &

Where will lava flows go?

Lawva flows usually start high up,
flewving dowm vallays ovar tima. They
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the tap.
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‘Where will gases go?
ant;:—*mus amounts of gases usually

clase fo the valcana.
d will depand on the
wir ._1 diresction.

‘What should you do if you smell or
are warned of volecanic gases?
o Stay indoors. Close all doars

and wi :

Ashfall

Ash is mad
and glas
of the v

e fram the small rocks
fragmeants that &
Ncano, forming an ash o

Where will ash fall?

Ash could fall ampwhere in the region
during an aruption. Areas impacted
by the ashiall will depand an the
wind diraction.

What should you do if ash is falling?

& lace mask il you
! 1 I
i 1o leave home.

Bal listics
Ba & Thyirigg res clad
fr w3 during an aruption

‘Where will ballistics go?

Ballistics are confined 1o the upper
slapeas of tha valcano, within 8 krm of
the fop.

‘What should you do if you see
ballistics coming towards you?

o Saek shalter

ndoors.

or your head i
side. Fe

) the correct answer to all parts

The Civil Defence Emergency Management (CDEM) Group is responsible for: reducing risk,
being ready for, responding to, and recovering from emergencies in New Zealand.

ample Questions
A CAA Reading Exam

e Tour volcano safety informaticn posters below and select (
of the question.

Areader lives in a valley directly below a wolcano. Which volcanic process is most likely bo mak
them leave their home if the volcano enupts?

Juva
[[] gases
[ ] ashtan
D ballistics

A tamily ives 15 km away from a volcano, Which poster has the most relevant nformation for
them?

|:| ava
D Gases
[] asttan
|_] ballistics

Bailistics are confined to the upper siopes of the volcano.

Anather word for confined is

|_l hurked
] nasetul
D COmMMon
D regiricied

The main reason a reader can trust this information is because:

|:| t has diagrams. H

[] # answer

D i is from civil defence.

i provides specific guidance

S tions:

- FFi
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Top Tips: The numeracy exam requires you to to

Read the questions really formulate mathematical and statistical

carefully!
7 approaches to solving problems in a

Use scrap paper to make range of meaningful situations, wuse

notes and try out calculations. mathematics and statistics to meet the
numeracy demands of a range of

Give explanations to justify meaningful situations, and explain the

ur answers, when asked! .
7e reasonableness of mathematical and
statistical responses to situations.

Past papers are available on request -

see your Maths teacher or Ms Last.

Kate mows lawns.
Kate’s container holds 5 litres of petrol.

It is already % full.

{c)  Petrol costs $2.76 per litre.

have a go together at home!

How much will it cost Kate to fill the rest of the

container with petrol?
Petrol container

g

A sample question from a past NCEA CAA

Numeracy paper...




Samxle Questions for

NCE

CAA Numeracy ™

This graph shows the percentage of secondary school students with part-time jobs
between 1973 and 2023.

i Percentage
af Year 11

students

— 4 — Percentage
of Year 13
students

Percentage of secondary school students with part-time jobs 1973-2023
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(h)  Is the following statement true?

Year 11 students with part-time jobs.

Explain your answer using numbers from the graph.

The percentage of Year 13 students with part-time jobs is greater than the percentage of

Rob plants flowers.
The ratio of white to purple flowers is meant to be 2:3.
(f)  Has he planted his garden correctly?

Explain your answer using the number of
white and purple flowers.

Rob'’s garden
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Scan the OR Code to access the fundraising
page OR type this link inte your address bar:
putarurucolegepies. raissit.co.nz/misstaylor

Our Y8's are fundraising for their end of year camp and we'd love to get
the word out there for whdnau to support us. The more we sell, the less
our students have to pay out of their own pocket for camp.

Sales close NEXT FRIDAY (Friday 24th May)
Deliveries will be made to whdnau on Thursday 13th June.

CONTACT US
Facebook

Email

Website taruru
www putarurucollegeschool.nz (]5)131 lege




