
Nau mai, haere mai e nga akonga me nga whanau ki te whakatau i te Wahanga wha.
Welcome back to term 4!   It’s like we never left!!  Straight back into the swing of things
as illustrated by the amount of ‘stuff’ that is in this week’s Panui.  Check out the
amazing poster created through the interactions with our students in our recent open
day for the MoE Transition Road Show. This week we held a mock election that the
Social Sciences dept ran for the school and the real election of our Board of Trustees
student rep.  A busy week that has rocketed by.  Before we get too carried away we
need to remind everyone of the boring stuff that when done well, creates a settled
environment where everyone can learn and grow......yup, you guessed it...Attendance,
uniform and engagement in learning tasks!!!  It all contributes to the over look, feel and
performance of our school and your cooperation in this regard is appreciated.  Seniors
will be on exam leave sooner than you know it so they need to be making sure they
make the most of every minute they have.  There will be a timetable for 2024 coming
out soon, Senior Prizegiving and also our plan to enforce a cell phone ban in week 5
(once the seniors have gone) in all classrooms!  Busy few weeks ahead.  Go the AB’s!  
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HIGHLIGHTS
THIS WEEK

76%

Week 1 
Attendance



Having a political voice : Experiencing
the Election

With the General Election taking place
this weekend, the Social Sciences
department got into the spirit of
democracy and political rights and held
a school wide ‘mock’ election where
students got to experience ‘voting’ in an
authentic polling station. (Obviously
those with cultural or religious beliefs who
chose to abstain were allowed and
encouraged to follow these in
accordance also). 

The school hall (Polling Station) was
buzzing with the excitement of
participating in the democratic process
and students enjoyed having the
opportunity to cast their two votes - for
the Taupo Electorate and Party. 

Next week, during whanau time, students
will unpack the results and see whether
our political ideologies reflect the
national ones. Exciting Times!! (and
HEAPS of numeracy skills!!!).

Whānau - Make sure you have your say
on the running of our Government and
get out and vote on Saturday!!!

Putaruru College election special!

Congratulations to Jahrell Strange
for being elected as the student
rep on the board of trustees! 

We look forward to working with
you Jahrell!

KEY DATES
Week 2 - Term 4 - Normal school week!

Week 3 - Term 4 
Monday - Labour Day - School closed
Tues- Fri - Year 13 Spirit Week! 

Week 4 - Term 4 
Monday - Year 10 CAA Numeracy 
Tuesday - Year 10 CAA Writing and Reading 
Wednesday - Senior Prizegiving 12.30pm 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Juniors: Maddison Marsh, nominated by Ms
Maxwell for making a great start to Term 4!

Middles: Kade Duckworth, nominated by Mr
McLaren for always doing the right thing and
leading by example in PE.

Seniors: Lily Fulford, nominated by Mrs Argent  
for writing a thoughtful Science report.  

To celebrate the end of term 3 Mrs Miller took us to Te Pākira Marae in
Whakarewarewa to listen kōrero by Pania Tahau-Hodges, JP Pomare,
Fraser Smith and Steph Matuku.

The Kupu Māori Writers Festival hosted a kura and schools day that
aimed to inspire rangatahi Māori in the world of literature.

Highlights of the day included:

- We were treated to a live performance by Nikau Grace with her
waiata Tōku Taukiri.

- We created nonsense stories with a publisher from Huia Publishing.

- We learnt the correct way to sing a Tūtira Mai ngā Iwi, by the
grandson of the composer.

- We learned about Māori oratory practices throughout time.

- We learnt about publishing opportunities 

-  We learned a brief history of the area.

-  We learnt about writing processes. 

- We learned about the connection between music and literature.

Over all it was enjoyable day and we learned a lot. The main
message was the importance of writing to control your own narrative.
The best way to write well is to write every day and read a prolifically. 
 
From Kahu, Taejah, Kiri, Mihi and Honey.
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Lacrosse your fingers and toes!
Year 7 teacher Lauren Matchitt has sourced some
genuine American lacrosse equipment for our
school and is hoping to get some students training
and playing in the near future. Watch this space!

 A1  awesomeness!!!

The term is well under way for all
our learners as shown by the
rainbow platter created by
Mikaila Shaw for her ‘Cooking
Crazy’ mahi in the SPEC
programme. 

Some of our students (and staff)
are also out and about enjoying
the sun! Here is Roman Fiveash
and teacher aide Cindy Bray
playing hide and seek with our
spring weather!
Long may the fun continue!!
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